Early Head Start: p—

Investing in What Works for —EAlINE
Families with Infants & Toddlers

Now, more than ever, Ohio’s youngest children and their families need access
to the programs and services that work.

Early Head Start is a federal program serving infants, toddlers, and pregnant women since 1995. In 2022,
the federal government invested $96 million in Ohio’s Early Head Start services. This investment provides
comprehensive services for child development and family support for families with incomes below 100
percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), as well as children experiencing homelessness, in foster care,
or receiving public assistance (TANF, SSI, SNAP). Programs can also serve a small number of children and
families with income between 100-130 percent of the FPL and other needs.*
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*NOTE: Up to 35 percent of children enrolled in an Early Head Start program may be from families with incomes between 100-130 percent of FPL and 10 percent
of children may be served outside of all the other eligibility categories. Early Head Start encourages programs to identify and enroll children and families with the
greatest need for Early Head Start Services.



Early Head Start Meets Families Where They Are
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Ohio Babies and Their Families Deserve D;}

More Access to What Works

Approximately 88 percent of children enrolled in Early Head Start
in Ohio are living at or below the federal poverty level.

However, ONLY 8 PERCENT of children
living at or below the federal poverty level
are participating in Early Head Start.x

Early Head Start enrolled:

30 percent of Asian children in poverty, 11 percent of White children in poverty,

6 percent of Black children in poverty, and 8 percent of children of other races in poverty.
In 2022, more than 2,000 infants and toddlers were placed in foster care. "' However, it is
estimated that less than 20 percent of these eligible children participated in Early Head Start.

&
1 O Ohio babies and their families need more quality options for the care and early Groundwork
Head Start education of our youngest citizens. Investing state funds to expand access to
Association, Inc- Early Head Start will set up more children and families for success. OHIO
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