
Agenda  

• Intro to Groundwork Ohio  
• Affordable child care for families  
• Governor DeWine’s budget proposals 
• Groundworks additional budget request 
• Family voice  
•  Q&A 
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Groundwork Ohio’s Mission 

Groundwork Ohio is a committed, nonpartisan public-policy 
research and advocacy organization formed in 2004 that 
champions high-quality early learning and healthy 
development strategies from the prenatal period to age five, 
that lay a strong foundation for Ohio kids, families and 
communities. 
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What We Do 

We advance quality early childhood systems in Ohio 
by engaging, educating, and mobilizing diverse 
stakeholders and strategic partners to promote data-
driven and evidence-based early childhood policies. 
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Affordable Child Care for Families  

•  Ensure children are healthy and ready to 
learn. 

•  Enable more women and families to be 
fully employed with less disruptions.  

• Address the expanding and evolving 
workforce needs of existing, new, and 
anticipated employers across Ohio.  

• Support the growth and development of 
the state’s economy, bolstering the critical 
infrastructure investments today and into 
the future. 
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Governor DeWine’s Proposals for 
Affordable & Accessible Child Care 

Child Care Capacity: An investment of 
$150 million of State ARPA funds to provide 
child care scholarships and to increase infant 
and toddler child care capacity among 
communities throughout the state.  

Child Care Eligibility: An expansion of the 
state’s publicly funded child care program 
from 142% of the Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL) to 160%. This would result in more 
than 15,000 children and families gaining 
access to care.  

Preschool: An additional $46 million per 
year in Early Childhood Education grants, 
estimated to expand preschool to an 
additional 11,525 children under 200% FPL. 

New Department: The Governor announced 
a new Department of Children and Youth to 
promote efficient and effective delivery of 
services to Ohio’s more than 2.5 million 
children and their families with the promotion 
of positive lifelong outcomes for Ohio kids at 
its core. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Preschool
$114,216,789 each fiscal year ($46 million increase)
11,525 additional slots
Makes 3- & 4-year-olds equally eligible 
Includes piloting all-day programming in the quality and innovation grant option (available after setting aside amounts for existing providers)
Removes references to the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge Grant metrics

ARPA
$150,000,00 to be distributed among two items:
Establish a child care scholarship for critical occupations and other direct service professionals as identified in consultation with the Governor's Office of Workforce Transformation. Individuals awarded scholarships shall have incomes that are less than 200 per cent of the federal poverty level
Increase access to licensed child care programs for infants and toddlers with priority for those in rural and urban areas and to streamline administrative efficiency of the child care program, in accordance with the program guidelines for the use of these funds provided by the U.S Department of the Treasury.





Groundwork Ohio’s Additional 
Budget Requests 

We are also asking our state legislature to build upon the Governor’s strong 
proposals and support the following measures:  
 
● Targeted Infant & Toddler Child Care Capacity Building in Child Care Deserts: A 
new investment of $30 million in state funds to increase capacity of local 
communities, specifically Appalachian and communities with high infant mortality 
rates, including urban communities to provide safe and developmentally appropriate 
child care for infants and toddlers.  
● Preschool: $23 million per year, in addition the Governor’s proposed expansion, in 
Early Childhood Education grants. These additional funds can support providing 
additional half-day preschool slots or for the piloting of full day preschool slots.  
 



Family Action Network 

Cohort of 65 families from across the state of Ohio   



Amplifying Family Voice 



Amplifying Family Voice 



How YOU can be involved 

Testimony Engage  
Families 

Meet with 
Legislators Open Your 

Doors  
(Site Visits) 

Social 
Media 

Local 
community 

events 
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